APPENDIX.

THE  AMENDMENT  OF   THE   TRADES   LICENCE-TAX,   AND
THE  liELINQUISHMENT  OF  THE  FAMINE  FUND.

IN the last Essay, reference was made to the maiiy
gratifying indications afforded by recent events that,
with the general recognition of the true financial
condition of India, a new spirit would in future be
likely to control the administration of the finances
of that country. During the few months which
have elapsed since this opinion was expressed many
circumstances have occurred which afford additional
proof that reforms which before seemed to be un-
attainable will now be readily conceded. Thus, in
directing attention to the trades' licence-tax and to
the famine fund, I have had frequent occasion to
refer to the extremely oppressive character of the
tax as it affected the very poor, to the great in-
equality in its incidence, and to the. confusion which
was introduced into Indian finance by the nominal
maintenance of a famine fund, after the revenue
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